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weeks in Germany, Austria, and France, seeing much for
himself, and meeting foreign journalists and politicians
who were at the centre of things*   He had soon discarded
the old insularity of outlook; and by 1910 had come to be
in complete agreement with die policy of Sir Edward
Grey.   Up to that time, save for an occasional Press inter-
view, he had not given public expression to his views on
foreign policy; nevertheless he was following events with
care and interest; and only a year later, he was to step into
the full limelight with his famous speech on the Agadir
crisis*   A European War was beginning to appear to him
as likely; and in spite of the marvellous reforms in the
army, for which Haldane was responsible, it seemed to him
that nothing short of conscription would give the country
the necessary security,   But conscription was anathema to
almost every Liberal ,* and Lord Roberts, who was urging
its adoption, was the butt of innumerable attacks*   So
unpopular was it that even the Conservative leaders dared
not give it their public support, however much they might
sympathise with it in their hearts*   The average English-
man, Liberal or Tory, instinctively felt that conscription
and militarism were closely allied; and that both were
dangerous enemies of that freedom which is the dearest
possession of our citizens,   Lloyd George, however, seems
to have thought otherwise*   Not a very good Liberal, it
may be doubted whether his views on liberty itself were
really orthodox*  A great student of the French Revolution,
he too, no doubt, would have inscribed upon his banner the
words: " Liberty, Equality, Fraternity ", but also, like
the Frenchmen of 1789, in this trinity of ideals he singled
out Equality as his special favourite*   Now conscription
might conflict with Liberty, but it could claim to be an
illy of Equality.  So they had thought in France, the most
dksfcDoatic of nations, when they nmde the duty of fighting